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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

January 27, 1880 


Sir, 


I present herewith the bill of Wm. Alcorn for hauling away dirt and purchasing for us 
lime and bar-sand. There is doubt about the amount of bushels of lime, Wm. Gibson having 
measured it with our charcoal basket, and found it to be not over four bushels according to that 
measure. The bill which Wm. Alcorn paid is for 5 bushels, which he says he saw measured out to 
him. Since there is some elasticity in the light charcoal basket, which might yield to the heavier 
material, lime; since the lime as unfortunately slaked before I could weigh it, & thus confirm 
either 4 or 5 bushels; since Wm. Alcorn actually paid for 5 bushels, & I have always found him 
rigidly truthful; I suggest paying this bill. I obtained authority to have the regular inspected 
bushel-measure bought, & will procure it forthwith, so that there may be no mistake in future. 


Respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent. 


